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Urshan Graduate School of Theology
BI 665 Studies in Hebrews: The Christology and Soteriology of Hebrews

Fall 2010

Professor: Daniel L. Segraves, M.A.E.T., Th.M., Ph.D. (ABD)

Schedule: September 3, 10, 17, 24; October 8, 15, 29; November 5, 12, 19; December 3, 10

Time: 8:00 – 11:15 a.m.

Office hours: Tuesdays 9 a.m. – 12 p.m., 1 – 3 p.m.; Wednesdays 11 a.m. – 12 p.m., 1 – 3 p.m.; Thursdays 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

E-mail: danielsegraves@charter.net
Telephone: 636-294-5657 (home); 209-470-3589 (cell)

Blogspot: danielsegraves.blogspot.com

Twitter: twitter.com/danielsegraves
Course Description
This contextual analysis of the Book of Hebrews is Christological in that it emphasizes the superiority of Jesus in His identity, His message, and His incarnation.  It is soteriological in that it defines the new covenant and the nature of faith.

Course Objectives
Upon the successful completion of this course, you will:

· Deepen your understanding of the nature and work of God and in so doing deepen your devotional life and ministry.

· Be able to recount the basic message of the Book of Hebrews and the major structural divisions and thus develop the flow of thought of the author’s message.

· Be able to sketch the historical and cultural settings of the Book of Hebrews.

· Be able to discuss intelligently the crucial theological passages in the Book of Hebrews and their contribution to the apostolic doctrine and experience of the New Testament.
· Be able to make practical applications of the teachings found in the Book of Hebrews.

· Become acquainted with the purposes for the Law of Moses and the reason for its termination.

· Be able to state clearly the distinctions between the old covenant and the new covenant.

Attendance and Participation

Attendance: On-campus learners are expected to attend all scheduled class sessions.  Credit may not be given for those missing more than six hours of classes.  On or before December 13 Distance Learning students must affirm in writing that they have viewed or listened to all scheduled class sessions.  Failure to watch or listen to lectures will be counted as the equivalent of absences.
Class Participation: On-campus students are expected to participate in class discussions based on prior reading.  On-campus students are also expected to post on FinalSite at least once weekly.  The weekly posts may reflect interaction with weekly lectures, or they may be in response to specific questions or topics offered by the professor.  Distance Learning students are expected to post on FinalSite at least twice weekly.  One post will reflect interaction with weekly lectures or respond to specific questions or topics offered by the professor.  The second required post for Distance Learning students will be in response to a weekly posting of their choice by another student.  All posts are expected to reflect depth of thought and clarity of expression.  In order to earn credit, all weekly posts must be made before the next lecture.  The professor will read all posts and respond when he thinks it would be helpful to clarify a point or to move the discussion along.

Distance Learning Students:  Requirements are identical to those of on-campus students, except all deadlines are delayed by one day.


FinalSite: In addition posting in a timely fashion, it is also important for all students to check FinalSite regularly for announcements that may be made by the professor or supplemental material that may be posted.  Students are responsible to be aware of all such posts.
Required Reading


It is required to read the Book of Hebrews in three translations
 and the required textbooks.  Reading must be careful and thorough, allowing time for interaction and note taking.  Read at your normal pace, taking care to grasp the content.  Speed reading and/or scanning does not meet the requirements for required reading.


In addition to reading the Book of Hebrews in three translations, students are required to read the following textbooks:
Bruce, F.F. The Epistle to the Hebrews, Revised.  The New International Commentary on the New Testament.  Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1990.

Segraves, Daniel L. Hebrews: Better Things. 2 vols. Hazelwood, MO: Word Aflame Press, 1996, 1997.

Written Summaries


Thirteen papers will be required, each summarizing a chapter from the Book of Hebrews.  The purpose of each paper is to restate, in your own words, the content of each chapter.  This should be done on a verse-by-verse basis.  A sample paper is provided below on chapter one.  Your paper must follow this sample precisely as to form.  These papers are not to be commentaries; they are to be concise summaries.  They should, however, note significant details, comparisons, and theological issues.


The written summaries must be submitted on the following dates, even if the class is not scheduled to meet on those dates: September 10 – Hebrews 1; September 17 – Hebrews 2; September 24 – Hebrews 3; October 1 – Hebrews 4; October 8 – Hebrews 5; October 15 – Hebrews 6; October 29 – Hebrews 7 and 8; November 5 – Hebrews 9; November 12 – Hebrews 10; November 19 – Hebrews 11;  December 3 – Hebrews 12; December 10 – Hebrews 13.  Written work submitted up to one week late may be assessed a 25% penalty.  Submissions up to two weeks late may be assessed a 50% penalty.  Work may not be accepted more than two weeks after it is due.  Summaries are to be submitted by email to danielsegraves@charter.net.  Microsoft Word documents are preferred.

Sample 








Daniel L. Segraves
Summary of Hebrews Chapter One


Prior to the incarnation, God spoke to the Hebrew fathers in a variety of ways and at various times by the prophets (1).  When the incarnation occurred, a new dimension of communication from God began: He began to speak by His Son.  The Son by whom God spoke was appoint​ed by Him to be the heir of all things; the worlds were made by Him (2).  The Son was the brightness of the glory of God and the express image of God’s person.  The Son upholds all things by His powerful word.  He purged our sins by Himself, then sat down in the place of ultimate Majesty (3).  The superiority of the Son to the angels is seen in His name (4-5), in the fact that the angels worship Him (6), and in the fact that the angels are servants of God (7) while the Son is God Himself (8).  The Son is also a human being, with an anointing greater than the anointing on any other human being (9).  The Son is the same God who created all things (10-11).  Unlike His creation, He is unchanging (12).  The Son has been honored in a way angels never have been: He sits at the right hand of God awaiting the vanquishment of all His enemies (13).  Angels, on the other hand, are spirit beings who serve on behalf of those who are saved (14).

Major Paper


A paper of 2,000 words, exclusive of front matter and bibliography, will be required on your choice of a text in the Book of Hebrews.  The paper is due by December 3, 1010.

This paper should demonstrate competency in research and biblical theology.  It should include a treatment of the context, an outline of the text, commentary, theological summary, discussion of the relevance of the text to ministry, and a bibliography.

This paper must follow The SBL Handbook of Style (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, 1999).
  In cases where this work does not present guidance, follow Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations: Chicago Style for Students and Researchers, 7th ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007).  Failure to conform to these guidelines will result in grade reduction.

A sample paper will be posted on FinalSite.  Close adherence to the form of this sample paper is expected.
The major paper must be submitted by December 3, 2010.  Written work submitted up to one week late may be assessed a 25% penalty.  Submissions up to two weeks late may be assessed a 50% penalty.  Work may not be accepted more than two weeks after it is due.  The paper is to be submitted by email to danielsegraves@charter.net.  Microsoft Word documents are preferred.

Two exceptions to course requirements stated above


Two students – one on-campus and one distance learning – will be given the opportunity to volunteer for an assignment that will require reading the biblical book of Hebrews only once and that will not require the reading of Bruce’s commentary on Hebrews.  Neither will the student be required to write the 2,000 word paper described above.  Instead, the requirement will be to read David L. Allen’s Lukan Authorship of Hebrews, New American Commentary Studies in Bible and Theology (Nashville, TN: B & H Academic, 2010) and to write a 2,000 word book review on Allen’s work.  The review is expected to follow the general conventions found in the book review section of any theological journal.  It would be helpful to read some of the reviews found in theological journals to get a feel for the characteristics of a book review.  The following link provides helpful general guidance in writing book reviews: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/704/01/.  This assignment will be given on a “first come, first served” basis.  That is, it will be assigned to the first on-campus student who volunteers for it.  If more than one volunteers simultaneously, the assignment will be made by drawing names “out of a hat.”  It will be assigned to the distance learner who sends an email with the earliest date and time.
Grading

It is possible to earn 1000 points.  Letter grades will be given as follows:

	940-1000
	A

	910-939
	A-

	880-909
	B+

	850-879
	B

	810-849
	B-

	770-809
	C+

	730-769
	C

	680-729
	C-

	0-679
	F



Points are earned as follows:

	Each written chapter summary
	15 points

	
	

	Subtotal for written summaries
	195 points [counted as 200 if all 13 submitted]

	
	

	Major paper
	200 points

	
	

	Subtotal for papers
	400 points

	
	

	Reading
	

	39 chapters (13 chapters X 3 = 39)
	

	511 pages (Segraves)
	

	392 pages (Bruce)
	

	942 total
	.53 points for each chapter/page

	
	

	Subtotal: chapters and pages
	500

	
	

	Participation (including posts)
	100

	
	

	Total
	1000


Tentative Course Schedule

	Date
	Content

	September 3
	Syllabus, introductory lecture, chapter 1

	September 10
	Chapter 2

	September 17
	Chapters 3

	September 24
	Chapters 4-5

	October 8
	Chapter 6

	October 15
	Chapter 7

	October 29
	Chapter 8

	November 5
	Chapter 9

	November 12
	Chapter 10

	November 19
	Chapter 11

	December 3
	Chapter 12

	December 10
	Chapter 13


� The reading of the Scripture must be from translations, not paraphrases like The Message or The Living Bible.  Neither should The Amplified Bible be used for this purpose.  


� The SBL Handbook of Style is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ugst.edu" ��www.ugst.edu�.  Click on “Students,” then on “Forms & Handbooks,” then on “SBL,” then on “SBL Handbook of Style” or “Supplement.”  A helpful PowerPoint presentation is also available under “Library Resources,” under “Library and Research,” then under “Students.”





