PT 611: Introduction to Preaching

Urshan Graduate School of Theology

Fall 2010

Online Class Dates:  September 2; December 9

On Campus Class Dates:  September 9, 16; October 7, 28; November 4, 18;     December 2

Time: Thursdays 2:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Daniel L. Butler, D.D., D.Min. Candidacy, Adjunct Professor

Office Hours:  Class dates posted 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. or by appointment


Contact: 562-595-2428; dbutler238@yahoo.com 

Course Description
Introduction to Preaching addresses the principles and practice of preaching as they relate to the preacher, texts, content, style, delivery, and communication of the Word of God, the Spirit of God, and the audience. The course will examine preaching in the Pentecostal tradition, as well as the modern and postmodern contexts.  The course enables students to develop a theology of preaching.  Fundamentals of homiletics will accompany exegetical and hermeneutical practices to provide students with the basis to develop and preach relevant and biblical sermons, in the context of worship.

Course Objectives:  After successfully completing the course, students will be able to:

1. Examine the distinctiveness of Apostolic Pentecostal preaching and teaching in order to deliver an Apostolic Pentecostal sermon
2. Theologize the preaching task through development of a personal theology of preaching (biblically congruent, culturally relative, and apostolic in nature)
3. Grasp the personal life, living, and theological preparation for a sermon as well as the pistos and purpose of a developed sermon
4. Understand exegesis, hermeneutics, homiletics, and apply each to sermon preparation designed for the peculiarities and idiosyncrasies of the modern and postmodern audiences
5. Prepare and deliver biblical sermons which are exegetically and hermeneutically accurate, clearly outlined and effective in application to contemporary life 

Course Structure
Introduction to Preaching is being offered as an online/on-campus hybrid course.  Every week a discussion topic will be posted on the web (see below) in which students are expected to review and participate.  

Course Requirements:

1. The course will abide by the policies set forth in the 2010-2011 UGST Student and Degree Handbook.  Note in particular the sections on “Academic Standards,” “Attendance,” and “Classroom Courtesy.”  Attendance and punctuality are required for all students.  Class begins promptly at 8:00 am, and tardiness will be factored into your grade.  Please make every effort to be consistently on-time for every class.  If an emergency arises and you will be late or absent, please notify the instructor as soon as possible.  As per UGST policy, students who miss more than one full Thursday session will fail the course.  
2. Overall success in this course demands staying engaged during class sessions.  Laptops are welcome in class, but students will not be permitted during class time to be occupied with activities such as web surfing, checking email, or working on out-of-class assignments.  Please do not take cell phone calls during class time. 
3. Students will be expected to stay current with all assignments and adhere to all assigned deadlines.  Lectures and discussions will presuppose completion of the assigned reading requirements.
Assignments 
1. Reading requirements:

· Butler, Daniel. Ministry Vitae (posted in classroom portal on finalsite)

· Taylor, Steve. The Out of Bounds Church? Learning to Create a Community of Faith in a Culture of Change.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005.
· Chapell, Bryan, Christ Centered Preaching: Redeeming the Expository Sermon.  Grand Rapids:  Baker Books, 2008.
· Robinson, Haddon.  Biblical Preaching:  the development and delivery of expository messages.  Grand Rapids:  Baker Books. 2001.
· Spurgeon, C. H. Lectures to My Students: Complete and Unabridged.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1954.
· Butler, Daniel.  Critical Analysis of Exodus 13:17-22. (posted in classroom portal on finalsite)
2. Student Devotionals
· Each student will be assigned a date and time to present a 5-10 minute devotional to inspire, edify, and encourage the other students
3. Scripture Text Research: exegetical and hermeneutical outline, homiletic outline, and sermon to preach
· Each student will be assigned a text in the first class period of the semester.  It is the student’s responsibility to meditate on the text, study the text, and become fully aware of the text’s exegetical and hermeneutical nuances. Within the first few days of class the student will be instructed in preparing exegetical/hermeneutical and homiletical outlines and will be required to prepare both as well as preach a sermon to the class at the end of the course. 
· The sermon should be between 15-20 minutes, absolute maximum of 25 minutes.

4. Student Sermon Evaluations
· Each student will be required to evaluate his/her student colleagues’ preached sermons in class.
5. Written assignments
· Personal Reflection Papers.  Construct a composition, two pages in length, that reflects upon how the book influenced and/or shaped you, both positive and negative considerations.  Consider concepts with which you agree and those of which you disagree, and offer your personal reflections.  No footnotes necessary. These should be submitted as a printed, hard copy on the due date given.
· Steve Taylor book due: Sept. 16
· Bryan Chapell book due: Oct. 7
· Haddon Robinson book due: Oct. 7
· Charles Spurgeon book due: Oct. 28

· Written Sermon on Exodus 13:17-22, in one part –1 page outline.

· Written Sermon on Exodus 13:17-22, in two parts.  (1) Construct a written outline of sermon on Exodus 13:17-22 that contains introduction, body, conclusion, call to response; one page in length.  (2) Construct the written sermon that applies the outline; double space between paragraphs; two to five pages in length.


· The sermon development segment will require: 

· An exegetical outline on an assigned text. 

· A homiletical outline on an assigned text. 


· Theology of Preaching Paper.  Develop a personal theology of preaching statement that presents the what, how, and why of preaching that includes consideration of:  (1) the message, (2) the messenger, (3) the recipients, (4) the moment.  The assignment needs to be three to five pages in length. The assignment should reflect your personal conviction and commitment to preaching and should be substantiated with verse references. If you do not sense a call to preaching then write this from the perspective of what you feel a theology of preaching should look like. Offer a one-sentence summary as a purpose statement for preaching.  If you are still uncertain how to proceed please contact the instructor by phone or email. 


· Completion of a final project. This project is the sermon manuscript.  The sermon manuscript is the sermon you preach during the classes but with the suggested modifications added: 

· It should be 12-15 pages in length (not including front and back matter; e.g., title page, bibliography, etc.). 

· 1” margins on every side (left, right, top, and bottom) Ariel (or New Courier) 12-point font. 

· It must be the sermon in its complete form (illustrations, points, text reading, and prayer).



6. Threaded-Online Course Discussion/Postings Requirements
The instructor has established posting guidelines for weekly discussion participation. 

· The instructor will usually post the discussion topic as early as Sunday evening, but no later than Monday noon. In some weeks, more than one discussion topic will appear; other weeks will present no new discussion topic (see syllabus course outline for anticipated discussion dates).  Each learner is expected to respond to the instructor's discussion topic and to at least one other learner's comments. The instructor frequently participates in the ongoing discussion by responding to individual learner's contributions to the discussion, but they more often offer comments that further the discussion by identifying themes and patterns of thinking reflected in the contributions of the participants.
· Learners are expected to actively participate in the discussion of each assigned topic with postings submitted in a timely fashion while that discussion is in progress. Learners responding early in the discussion are more likely to comment directly on the topic as posted by the instructor while participants entering the discourse later in the discussion may find it more appropriate to comment on the contributions of another participant. 
· Learner comments are expected to be substantive in nature and to reference the assigned readings or other literature as appropriate.  It is expected that you will read all contributions from other course participants. 
· When a learner expects to be away from a computer for a week or more, he/she should contact the instructor at dbutler238@yahoo.com and negotiate how the assignment(s) of the week will be met. 
· In summary, learners are expected to participate in the online discussion a minimum of two times each week for a total of approximately 1 hour. It is crucial that the student keeps current in posting contributions to weekly discussion assignments.
· There may be two or three weeks during the semester where no online discussion is required due to other assignments.
· Discussion topics will likely re-emerge in the classroom setting. 
· The learner should expect to commit about 5-7 hours each week to complete reading and related assignments. Therefore, the time commitment for this course is approximately 6-8 hours per week (this is not a hard and fast rule). 
Course Outline 
	Class Date
	Topics Covered
	Reading & Assignments due
	Discussion Board Postings

	Pre-Course
	Begin reading of texts in following order:

1. Butler, Daniel. Ministry Vitae. (posted in finalsite)

2. Taylor, Steve.  The Out of Bounds Church.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 2005.  (174 pages)
3. Chapell, Bryan.  Christ-Centered Preaching: Redeeming the Expository Sermon.  Grand Rapids:  Baker Books, 2008.  (394 pages)
4.  Robinson, Haddon.  Biblical Preaching:  the development and delivery of expository messages.  Grand Rapids:  Baker Books. 2001.  This book needs to be read at a Mastery level.  Complete all exercises in the book.  (253 pages)
5.  Spurgeon, Charles H.  Lectures to My Students: Complete and Unabridged.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1954.  (443 pages)
	Discussion #1: What is preaching? teaching?

Discussion #2: Personal expectations of the course; personal introductions and ministry experience

Discussion #3: The Greatest Challenge facing contemporary Apostolic/Pentecost preaching, preachers, church culture

	Block #1

Sept. 2

ONLINE 
	
	1. Discussion Boards 1, 2, 3 complete
	Discussion #4: Great sermon exercise

Discussion #5: Theology of preaching / preachers

Discussion #6: REVISIT– Discussion #3 – pistos

	Block #2

Sept. 9
	· Syllabus and intros
· Introduction to preaching
· Preparation for preaching: life preparation, living preparation, theological preparation
	1. Submit a 1 page written sermon outline, using Exodus 13:17-22 as the sermon text (printed, hard copy).
2. Sermon passages assigned (in class)
3. Discussion boards 4, 5 and 6 complete.

	Discussion #7:  Steve Taylor

	Block #3  Sept. 16
	The audience

· The traditional audience

· The postmodern audience

· Practical concerns for relevant preaching in both traditional and postmodern contexts
	1. Having completed Steve Taylor book, submit a 2 page personal reflection paper (printed, hard copy).
2. Discussion board 7 complete.
	Discussion #8:
Bryan Chapell-Insight summary: explanation, illustration, application, and fallen-condition focus

Discussion #9: Haddon Robinson 


	Block #4

Oct. 7
	Theology of preaching 

· Exegesis of 1 Corinthians 1:21

· Hermeneutic of 1 Corinthians 1:21

· The purpose(s) of preaching – preaching in the Bible

· The components of preaching 
	1. Having completed Bryan Chapell book, submit a 2 page personal reflection paper (printed, hard copy).

2. Having completed Haddon Robinson book, submit a 2 page personal reflection paper (printed, hard copy).
3. Discussion Boards 8 and 9 complete.
	Discussion #10: Butler, A Critical Analysis of Exodus 13:17-22; materials posted on-line



	Block #5

Oct. 28
	Hermeneutics: Example – Exodus 13:17-22

· Developing an Exegetical Outline

· Analyze the Bible passage’s genre, literary/grammatical context, social/cultural/historical context, and life setting (sitz im laben) 
· Synthesize

· Ascertain the meaning of the text

· Example – 1 Corinthians 11:1-16
	1. Having read Charles Spurgeon book, submit a 2 page personal reflection paper (printed, hard copy).
2. Submit (printed, hard copy) written sermon on Exodus 13:17-22, in two parts – outline (1 page) and expanded (2-5 pages) – containing introduction, body, conclusion, call to response

3. Discussion board 10 complete.

	Discussion #11:  Bible sermons of Peter and Paul


	Block #6 Nov. 4
	Homiletics 

 1. Structure of the    message
 2. Elements of the message
Sermon Development 
1. “Ascertaining the hermeneutic”
2. “Developing a Homiletic Outline”
3. “Filling in the Homiletic Outline”
4. “Discovering God’s Message for the Recipients”  
· pistos? purpose(s)?
	1. Submit exegetical outline on assigned text
2. Discussion board 11 complete.


	Discussion #12:

Practical wisdom in preaching
Discussion #13: Practical advice in preaching

	Block #7 Nov. 18
	Summary and theology of Apostolic Pentecostal preaching

· Understand the hermeneutic, audience, wisdom, homiletics, voice and Spirit of God
· Ascertain the purpose(s) – “impart faith about” 

Student Preaching Practicum – 
15-20 minute sermon
	1.  Submit homiletic outline on assigned text
2. Discussion boards 12 and 13 complete.


	

	Block #8 Dec. 2
	Student Preaching Practicum – 
15-20 minute sermon con’t
	1. Submit evaluations on students from Nov. 18. 
	

	Block #9

Dec. 9
	No class – assignments should be submitted to dubtler238@yahoo.com no later than 2 p.m. Dec. 9, 2010 or postmarked by US Postal Service no later than Dec. 6, 2010
	1.  Submit: evaluations on students from Dec. 2

2. Submit: Final Sermon Manuscript, 12-15 pages 
3.  Submit: Theology of Preaching personal statement, 3-5 pages
	


Grading Criteria 
DUE

DESCRIPTION





GRADE %
Weekly
Threaded Course Discussions/Postings: 

18%

See above
Personal Reflection papers



10% 
Sept. 9
1 page sermon outline using Exodus 13:17-22

2%
Oct. 7

Written Sermon on Exodus 13:17-22 


5%
Nov. 4

Exegetical Outline  





10%

Nov. 18
Homiletic Outline 





10%

Nov. 18
Sermon/Preaching (a group) 



20%
Dec. 2

Sermon/Preaching  (b group)




Dec. 2

Evaluations for a group




5% (all evals)


Dec. 9

Evaluations for b group
Dec. 9

Final Manuscript





10%    

Dec. 9

Theology of Preaching 




10%

It is essential that all assignments be completed by the start of class on the day they are assigned.  This includes all assigned readings.  All late work will receive a grade reduction of 10% of the total points for the assignment.  Work will not be accepted past the last day of the quarter without a prior arrangement approved by the instructor.

Prerequisites
Introduction to Preaching does not require any prerequisite courses. However, since this is a preaching course on a Master’s level and expository preaching depends upon exegetical skills as well as an understanding of speech dynamics there will be additional reading requirements for you if you have not completed a course in Speech/Public Speaking (undergraduate level) and a course in  Hermeneutics/Interpreting Scripture (undergraduate level, but preferably graduate level). Since we preach the Word of God we must know how to interpret the text. Since our preaching consists of speaking in a public forum we must know how to speak in public.  
If you have not had speech or public speaking courses you are required to read the following:   

· Litfin, A. Duane.  Public Speaking: a handbook for Christians.   Grand Rapids:  Baker Books. 1981. 

If you have not had Hermeneutics you are required to read one of the following books: 

· Fee, Gordon and Douglas Stuart.  How to Read the Bible for all its worth: a guide to understanding the Bible.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan Publishing, 1993.
· Kaiser, Walter C. and Silva Moises.  Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics: the Search for Meaning.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan Publishing, 2007. 

Instructor Privilege

The instructor reserves the rights to add assignments as deemed necessary; any and all such assignments will be offered as extra credit.
General Information

Throughout your experience with this course, the instructor and UGST is available and ready to serve you. If you have any questions send an e-mail message to the instructor at dbutler238@yahoo.com or contact the graduate school using the information below: 
Physical & Mailing Address 

Urshan Graduate School of Theology
704 Howdershell Road
Florissant, MO 63031 USA 
Phone: 314-921-9290 x7110
Fax: 314-921-9203
Email: mtruman@ugst.org 
Instructor’s Contact Information
Daniel L. Butler, D.D., D.Min. candidacy  
18002 San Gabriel Ave. 
Cerritos, CA 90703

Phone: (562) 595-2428
Email: dbutler238@yahoo.com
Discussion Forum Etiquette

Urshan Graduate School of Theology is committed to open, frank, and insightful dialogue in all of its courses. Diversity has many manifestations including diversity of thought, opinion and values. We encourage all learners to be respectful of that diversity and to refrain from inappropriate commentary. 

Conduct within courses should be guided by common sense and basic etiquette. The following are good guidelines to follow: 

· Never post, transmit, promote, or distribute content that is known to be illegal. 

· Avoid overtly harassing, threatening, or embarrassing fellow learners. If you disagree with someone, respond to the subject, not the person (ad hominem). 

· Refrain from transmitting or distributing content that is harmful, abusive, racially or ethnically offensive, vulgar, sexually explicit, or otherwise offensive. Class/section norms of conduct may vary, but there is no place where hate speech is tolerated.

In sum: Be polite. 

Grading Policy

This course is taken for a letter grade. The instructor will award the following course grades as appropriate: 

1. A grade of "A" (superior) will be assigned to those learners who meet all participation requirements and submit all course assignments by their due dates in the semester in which they are registered. All submitted materials must meet the specified evaluation criteria and the work must be of a superior nature. 

2. A grade of "B" (satisfactory) will be assigned to those learners who meet all participation requirements and submit all course assignments by their due dates in the semester in which they are registered. All submitted materials must meet the specified evaluation criteria and the work must be of a satisfactory nature. 

3. A grade of "C" (marginal) will be assigned to those learners who meet most participation requirements and submit all course assignments by their due dates in the semester in which they are registered. All submitted materials must meet the specified evaluation criteria and the work must be of at least a marginally satisfactory nature. 

4. A grade of "F" (unsatisfactory) will be assigned to those learners who do not meet specified criteria for the assignment of a "C" grade. 

5. A grade of "I" (incomplete) is assigned at the discretion of the instructor to those learners who have completed all online assignments, met all online discussion requirements with the exception of submission of the final paper or project. Learners must request an "I" grade by the end of the 13th week of the semester. Learners subsequently completing the final paper/project prior to the end of the sixth week following the semester will have their grade adjusted to the appropriate letter grade ("A", "B", etc).
Issuing Grades/Completing the Course

Learners completing this online/on-campus hybrid course will receive their grades via email 15 - 20 working days following the close of the semester. Any questions regarding your letter grade can be directed to the instructor at dbutler238@yahoo.com. 

To receive an "I" the learner and the instructor negotiate an agreement describing the requirements needing to be met and the time frame in which the requirements will be met. It is expected that all requirements will be met within a maximum of six weeks following the scheduled completion time for the online course. 

The instructor of record will submit a grade of "I" at the end of the scheduled online course. 

Academic Honesty

The instructor considers academic honesty one of its highest values. A learner who obtains academic credit for work that is not the product of his or her own effort is being dishonest and undermining the academic integrity of the Urshan Graduate School of Theology. Learners who have questions about academic honesty should speak to their instructor before beginning research on coursework or manuscripts.   This is especially critical to the task of preaching.  The internet is saturated with sermons-to-go or homilies-in-a-bag.  

Learners are expected to be the sole authors of their work. Use of another's ideas must be accompanied by specific citation and reference. 

Similarly, due to the ease of accessing information and associated media via the Internet, the instructor extends the concept of academic integrity to include issues of copyright and trademark violation as well as misuse or misappropriation of company-owned and protected materials. 

Procedures for Submitting Work to the Instructor 

· All course assignments will be due on the due date in printed, hard copy form.  The learner should not procrastinate on assignments past these dates as it will adversely influence the grades and postpone the hinging assignment.   
· Draft copies of assignments and proposals for final papers/projects can be sent to the instructor via email at dbutler238@yahoo.com for feedback (please properly identify the file; e.g., Marvins_exegesis_draft.doc, Marvins_sermon.doc). Documents will be returned the same way. The final version of the paper/project, due at the scheduled date, must be sent via the Digital Drop Box (written assignments) and U.S. Mail or another carrier and it must arrive no later than the due date.  U. S. mail must be mailed to the instructor's mailing address found in the General Information posting and NOT UGST’s mailing address. 
· If you wish written comment on the final project (sermon manuscript), submit a self-addressed, stamped envelope. The instructor will keep the manuscript and other hard copy material. Please note that a hard copy of the final project must be received (the instructor will not accept a digital version of the paper as the sole version) by the last day of the 15th week. 

Accommodations for Learners with Disabilities 

Learners with a documented disability who would like to request reasonable academic accommodations are invited contact the instructor at  dbutler238@yahoo.com to discuss accommodative arrangements. 

Library Resources 

Urshan Graduate School of Theology provides library services to learners with access to the Florissant , MO campus. These services consist of access to books, journals, online article databases, and reference assistance. In particular, the technology fee includes a subscription to ATLAS, an online database of peer-reviewed theological journals.  If you have questions about utilizing this service, please contact the UGST office for more information.

In addition to the resources provided through UGST, all learners will be expected to establish a local library relationship and demonstrate user access to holdings of that library. Occasionally, you will be expected to access local library resources as the first point of contact before turning to UGST library services. It is important that you establish local library relationships as you progress toward the completion of your degree requirements. 

Some important questions to ask your local public library or college/university library when establishing the relationship:

· What is the cost for obtaining library access and/or library card? 
· What are the services to which I will have access? 
· Can I check out books? 
· What is the length of the check out period for books? 
· Will I have electronic access to the library from off campus via my computer? 
· If so, does this include electronic databases and the library catalog? 

Is the local library able to obtain books/articles from other libraries (Interlibrary Loan) if the local library doesn't own the material I need, and if so, what is the cost for interlibrary loan?

Bibliography for Preaching (includes required and recommended reading):
Chapell, Brayan,  Christ-Centered Redeeming the Expository Sermon.  Grand Rapids:  Baker Academic, 2005. 

Craddock, Fred B.  Preaching. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1985. 

Fee, Gordon D.  and Stuart, Douglas.  How to Read the Bible for All It’s Worth (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publications, 2003. 

Long, Thomas G.  The Witness of Preaching.  Louisville: Westminster John Knox press, 2005. 

Lowry, Eugene L.  The Sermon:  Dancing the Edge of Mystery.  Nashville: Abington, 1977.  

Pagitt, Doug.  Preaching Re-Imagined: The Role of the Sermon in Communities of Faith.  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 2005.   

Robinson, Haddon W.  Biblical Preaching: The Development and Delivery of Expository Messages.  Grand Rapids:  Baker Academic, 2007.  

Spurgeon, C. H.  Lectures to My Students: Complete and Unabridged.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1954. 

Taylor, Barbara Brown.  The Preaching Life.  Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, 1993. 

Troeger, Thomas H. Ten Strategies for Preaching in a Multi-Media Culture.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1996. 

Willimon, William H.  Conversations with Barth on Preaching.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2006. 

Willimon, William H.  Peculiar Speech: Preaching to the Baptized (Grand Rapids: William B. Erdmann's Publishing Company, 1992. 

William H. Willimon, Proclamation and Theology: Horizons in Theology.  Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2005. 

Bibliography for Postmodernity
Atkinson Rose, Lucy. Sharing the Word. Westminster, John Knox Press, 1997. Pp. 1-10, 121-131.

Baker, Johnny. “Preaching—Throwing a Hand Grenade in the Fruit Bowl. Something Has Got to Change.” Available from http://jonnybaker.blogs.com/jonnybaker/text/Preaching.pdf.  

Berryman, Jerome. Godly Play. Augsburg, 1995. Pp. 24-41.

Cash, Debra. “A Conversation with Anita Diamant.” Living Text: The Journal of Contemporary Midrash 3:17-22, 1998.

Johnston, Graham. Preaching to a Postmodern World. Grand Rapids: Baker. Pp. 155-162.

Johnson, William Stacy.  2003. “Reading the Scriptures Faithfully in a Postmodern Age.” The Art of Reading Scripture. Ellen F. Davis and Richard B. Hays eds. Eerdmans. Pp. 109-124.

Jones, R. Clifford. “Evaluating the Sermon: Ten Elements to Consider:  After you Preach.” Preaching, 2005, March-April, 16-23. 
McSpadden, Christine. “Preaching Scripture Faithfully in a Postmodern Age,” The Art of Reading Scripture, Ellen F. Davis and Richard B. Hays  (eds), Eerdmans, 2003, 125-142. 

Paton, Justin. How to Look at a Painting. New Zealand: Awa Press, 2005.  Pp. 8-13, 106-111. 

Pollerman, Sandra. Stories, Stories Everywhere. BRF, Pp. 64-76. 

Rognlien, Bob. “Step Two: Creative Collaboration.” Experiential Worship. NavPress, 2005.  Chapter 21.

Schellenberg, Ryan. “A Father’s Advocacy.” Proclaiming the Scandal of the Cross. Mark Baker ed. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2006. Chapter 15.

Taylor, Steve. “Participation and an Atomized World,”  Proclaiming the Scandal of the Cross. Mark Baker ed. Baker Publishing Group. Grand Rapids:  Baker, 2006. Chapter 10.
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