Following John’s Gospel in the Holy Land
Urshan Graduate School of Theology
“The true significance of this ancient land [of Palestine] . . . lies outside any geographical or political considerations.  For this is the Holy Land . . . To a devout follower of the Bible, it is as familiar as his own neighborhood.” Atlas of the Bible
“For many people [John’s Gospel] is the most marvelous piece of writing in existence . . . It is a work of art . . . But it is not an easy book . . . It is not for those in a hurry, but it is a treasure and delight for the reader who will spend time over it.”  Douglas Webster

Course Dates: August 31 – November 30, 2010
Tour Dates: October 25 – November 1, 2010
David K. Bernard, General Superintendent, UPCI, and President, UGST
Jeffrey Brickle, Associate Professor of Biblical Studies, UGST
Prof. Brickle’s Office Hours during semester: Wednesdays 1-4 pm or by appointment.   
Office phone: 314-921-9290, x-7102 
Email: jbrickle@ugst.org 

Course Description: The course is being offered in conjunction with the B.R.E.A.D. Bible Reader’s Holy Land Tour coordinated through the UPCI Sunday School Division.  The course is designed to enhance the experience of visiting Israel.  It will focus on the travels of Jesus and his disciples throughout ancient Palestine, with an emphasis on the Gospel of John’s unique contribution to understanding Jesus’ journeys.  In addition, we will examine the fascinating historical setting of John’s Gospel along with its profound literary and theological attributes. 
Course Objectives: The course is designed to better acquaint students taking the tour of Israel with Jesus’ travels as recorded in the Gospel of John.  After successfully completing this course, students will be able to:

1. Discuss Jesus’ itinerary through the Holy Land.  How can we “map” out his travels? What critical contributions does the Gospel of John make to our understanding of his journeys?  Why does Jesus repeatedly visit Jerusalem from Galilee to attend Jewish festivals and perform “signs?”  
2. Describe the features of the locations that Jesus and his disciples visited.  What were they like then and what are they like now?

3. Recreate plausible historical circumstances that gave rise to John’s particular version of the Gospel story.  Why is John’s Gospel so different in many ways from the Synoptic Gospels?  What are the literary features of John’s Gospel?  How does John approach Christology, especially his portrayal of Jesus as the Messiah and the Logos?

4. Discuss how a reenactment of John’s Gospel (the Gospel of John DVD) makes this Gospel come alive.  How does this film visually and sequentially depict the sites Jesus visited and reveal their significance to His story? 
Course Requirements:

1.  Complete required reading assignments and view one DVD (a reenactment of the Gospel of John) by the respective deadlines detailed below.
2.  Respond weekly to questions posted on Finalsite.  The questions are designed to evoke critical engagement with the readings and the DVD and stimulate thoughtful dialogue between students in the course.  
3.  Fully participate in the Israel tour and in scheduled course lectures and discussions during the trip, which typically are held in the evenings in designated locations in the hotels.  The course sessions presuppose completion of reading and writing assignments.
4.  Complete the final writing assignment (due by November 30).
Grading Components:

1.  Pre-trip Assignments 1–6

60%
(10% each)
2.
Class Participation

15%


3.
Post-trip Assignment 7

25%

Required Course Textbooks:

Köstenberger, Andreas J. A Theology of John’s Gospels and Letters. Biblical Theology of the New Testament. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 2009.  ISBN: 978-0-310-26986-1

Walker, Peter. In the Steps of Jesus: An Illustrated Guide to the Places of the Holy Land. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 2006.  ISBN: 0-310-27647-0 

Required DVD:
The Gospel of John, starring Henry Ian Cusick, directed by Philip Saville.  

ASIN: B0006Q93ZG (Buena Vista, 2005) or ASIN: B000M5PSY6 (Eternal Pictures, 2003). 

Optional Recommended Guidebook to Bring Along on the Tour:
Jerusalem & the Holy Land. DK Eyewitness Travel Guides. New York, N.Y.: DK Publishing, 2007.  ISBN: 978-0-7566-2877-2

Reading Assignments: Please read the assignments in the order given below.  The page number counts given are approximate.  The total page count for the course equals around 450.  You can safely skip any sections in Köstenberger focused on the Epistles of John, as we will not be covering the Epistles this semester.  The readings from Walker roughly follow the order in which we will be visiting (most of) the respective locations during the tour.  It goes without saying that assignment of these various readings does not constitute an endorsement of all the views that are expressed in them.
Threaded Discussions/Postings:  Discussion questions will be posted weekly on Finalsite.  Each week students will (1) select and respond to one question in the form of a formal post consisting of not less than two hundred and fifty words.  Then (2) at least two additional, substantive posts must be offered in conversation with others who are posting.  The postings for the final pre-tour session are due by 11:59 pm, Tuesday October 19.  

Writing Assignment: See assignment 7 below.
Late Penalities: Late assignments will be assessed a 4 point per day penalty.
ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE
PRE-TRIP
ASSIGNMENT 1:

Due Date:  Tuesday, September 7, 2010 (by midnight)
  

Areas:
The Gospel of John; John’s Historical Setting 


Reading Required:
(1) Read through the entire Gospel of John in a translation of your choosing
(2) Köstenberger, chapter 1 (pages 38–86 only)
Total Pages Assigned: approximately 80
Posting Responses Required: See Finalsite
ASSIGNMENT 2:

Due Date:  Tuesday, September 14, 2010 (by midnight)

Areas: 
The Genre, Linguistic, and Literary Features of John’s Gospel
Reading Required: 
(1) Köstenberger, chapter 2 (pages 104–124)

(2) Köstenberger, chapter 3 (pages 125–170)
(3) Köstenberger, chapter 4 (pages 175–262)
Total Pages Assigned: approximately 85
Posting Responses Required: See Finalsite
ASSIGNMENT 3:

Due Date:  Tuesday, September 21, 2010 (by midnight)


Areas:
The Theology and Christology of John’s Gospel
Reading Required: 
(1) Köstenberger, chapter 7 (pages 311–335)

(2) Köstenberger, chapter 8 (pages 337–354)

(3) Köstenberger, chapter 9 (pages 356–402)

Total Pages Assigned: approximately 94
Posting Responses Required: See Finalsite
NOTE: There is no assignment due on September 28, as UGST will be closed for reading week and the UPCI general conference.

ASSIGNMENT 4:

Due Date:  Tuesday, October 5 (by midnight)


Areas:
Festal Symbolism; Biblical Sites in Israel (Part 1)
Reading Required: 
(1) Köstenberger, chapter 10 (pages 403–435)

(2) Walker, chapter 5 (Galilee, pages 65–81) 

(3) Walker, chapter 2 (Nazareth, pages 31–42)
(4) Walker, chapter 3 (River Jordan, pages 43–50)
(5) Walker, chapter 6 (Samaria, pages 82–91)

(6) Walker, chapter 12 (Jerusalem, pages 150–175)

(7) Walker, chapter 9 (Bethany, pages 109–115)

Total Pages Assigned: approximately 106
Posting Responses Required: See Finalsite
ASSIGNMENT 5:

Due Date:  Tuesday, October 12, 2010 (by midnight)


Areas:
Biblical Sites in Israel (Part 2)

Reading Required: 
(1) Walker, chapter 10 (Mount of Olives, pages 116–131)


(2) Walker, chapter 11 (The Temple, pages 132–149)

(3) Walker, chapter 4 (Judean Desert, pages 51–64)

(4) Walker, chapter 8 (Jericho, pages 101–108)

(5) Walker, chapter 1 (Bethlehem, pages 19–29)

(6) Walker, chapter 6 (Golgotha, pages 176–199)

Total Pages Assigned: approximately 85
Posting Responses Required: See Finalsite
ASSIGNMENT 6:

Due Date:  Tuesday, October 19, 2010 (by midnight)


Areas:
Performance and Settings of the Gospel of John
Assignment: View the Gospel of John DVD (no reading required)
Posting Responses Required: See Finalsite

TOUR OF ISRAEL: October 25 – November 1
POST-TRIP
ASSIGNMENT 7:

Due Date:  Tuesday, November 30, 2010 (by midnight)
Areas:
Synthesis of Tour and Course
Total Writing Required: minimum 8 pages
FORMAT: MS Word; 1” margins all around (top, bottom, right, left); standard double-spaced lines; Times New Roman 12 font; bottom-centered page numbers (start body of essay on page 1)
Part 1:  Now that we have spent time preparing for the tour through readings and postings pertaining to Jesus’ travels and the Gospel of John, and have now visited the land of Israel and met as a class during the tour, it is time to reflect back on these experiences.  Compose an essay of publishable quality that both summarizes and synthesizes the highlights of the entire journey we have taken together during this semester.  Be sure to factor in the pre-trip coursework (readings, postings, video), daytime touring, and evening class sessions.  Think about people that you met on the tour (fellow students, Israelis, Palestinians, etc.) who impacted you.  Consider in what way you feel that the course may have enhanced what you got out of the tour.  (Minimum: six pages)  
Part 2:  Write a devotional reflection (that could be shared, for example, with your family, friends, and/or church) on what it means to follow Jesus on his journey(s) from Galilee to Jerusalem.  What does it mean to you now to follow in Jesus’ footsteps?  Include specific examples of “spiritual” experiences that inspired you while in Israel.   (Minimum: two pages)  
4

