Systematic Theology I (BT 501) Fall 2010
David S. Norris and David Bernard, professors 
Thursday 6:00-9:30 
Office hrs: Thursday, 9 to 5 or by appointment. 
Cell phone:  (314) 566-4923    Email me anytime: dnorris@ugst.org
Questions regarding grades, housekeeping issues, etc. should be addressed to David Norris. Any doctrinal or theological questions may as well be addressed to David Bernard utilizing his email: dbernard@upci.org. 
Course Description:  An introduction to historical and biblical issues in systematic theology.  Special attention will be given to method, focusing on the doctrines of God, Scripture, humanity, Christology.
Course Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, a student will be able to:

1. Define the issues involved in doing theology in a postmodern world. 

2. Identify a unique apostolic hermeneutic, both alike and different from the larger evangelical and Pentecostal tradition.   

3. Integrate the definitions of the major systems of theology in such a way as to be able to explain their interconnectedness.

4. Demonstrate ability to construct a theological argument by completing an academic/theological paper that argues for a particular premise.  

5. Demonstrate understanding of and situate yourself over against the major principles discussed in class as they relate to both the readings and the perspective of the teacher. 

Course Description:  This course will be taught by David Norris and David Bernard.  Lectures offered by David Bernard are indicated by brackets. Students will learn through a variety of methods. Students will do readings and will interact with the professors and other students in the class through either through a threaded discussion, class discussion or both. Students will select a topic of interest to research that comes under the broad aegis of those covered in systematic theology I. Two due dates are assigned: the first due date for the preliminary outline and bibliography, and the second one for the final paper. Students will also complete a written final that incorporates concepts addressed in the readings and class lectures. 
Student Requirements:  On campus students are expected to complete the assigned readings, attend all classes and participate fully in class discussion.   Distance learning students are expected to participate by downloading and viewing the lectures and by participation via a threaded discussion. Some of your comments may well be read in the context of the following class so that you will be represented in the context of the larger group. 

As soon as students have an idea what topic they would like to research, it would be helpful to email the idea to David Norris for consideration and advice as to method and availability of sources. Students should begin considering a paper topic fairly early as a good portion of the work on the paper will be completed within five weeks of the class beginning. A paper is viable if there are significant sources for research. 
I will offer comments on your preliminary work, so the more that you can have completed by that time, the better. I will not grade it for content or for correct organization, etc; but it is required to turn in this preliminary work. I will work with your paper to suggest ways in which the paper can be improved so that it is conversation with the scholarly community. 

The final exam will be a response to global questions that seek to integrate the reading and the lectures. Typically four questions of three pages each are required. The intent is that students demonstrate competency through their writing, dealing with the questions on a graduate level.  

Texts:  I AM. A Oneness Pentecostal Theology and Big Ideas (to be released at conference) by David S. Norris; In addition, there are readings offered on-line of Bernard readings as well as a Theology Reader of papers that will be copied and compiled together. The I AM text can be ordered on Amazon.com (That benefits the author more than ordering from PPH), or directly from UGST. Big Ideas the Theological Reader can be purchased through the office. Because Big Ideas is not yet fully edited, the copies that students receive are advanced copies. Even these (at the printer now) will not be available to be sent out until the last week of August. So that there will be no delay, the first chapters are posted on Final Site along with the first chapter of I AM along with the additional readings that are offered on-line are designated “FS” for Finalsite. Readings that have been copied for the reader are designated “TR” for theological reader. 
Class Schedule

Date of Class

Subject of Class


Posting/Assignment Due
September 2

Overview of Class


FS: Bourdieu reading




Introduction of theological terms
FS: Big Ideas: int., ch. 1-2 



and concepts



FS: I AM: Chapter 1 
September 9

How we come to the Bible

TR:  Lewis & Demerest (30-50)



Issues of revelation, inspiration
Big Ideas: ch. 10-12








FS: Montgomery: History & 









Christianity 
September 16

Introduction to Covenant  

I AM, Chapters 2-4








Big Ideas: ch. 3-7
September 23

David Bernard



FS: Bernard “An Apostolic 









Hermeneutic”



An Apostolic Hermeneutic

I AM: chapter 5
September 30

NO CLASS—General Conference




READING WEEK

October 7

David Bernard 


FS: Bernard chapter 





Christology



FS: Bernard, Christology 








SPS Paper 









I AM: chapters 6-9








PAPER INTRO DUE
October 14

Atonement/Anthropology

TR: Rodham Williams









I AM: Chapters 10-12









Big Ideas: 13-15
October 21  

Symposium



FS: Julia Stewart, DSN: 








Abba Father
October 28

Christological and


I AM: chapters 13-15



Theological “Development”

Big Ideas: chapter 16








TR: Tertullian









TR: Berkhof








TR: Justin Martyr
November 4

Anthropology



Big Ideas: ch. 8-9









TR: Lewis and Demarest 









FS:  Kelly: Anthropology
November 11

Theological Development in 

I AM: Chapters 18-19





Church History                                  TR: Rolfe Hille








TR: Millard Erickson
November 18

Soteriology                                         FS:  Bernard reading on 









soteriology









FS: Stein, Baptism









TR: Hartmann









Big Ideas: ch. 18-19








Final Paper Due
THANKSGIVING: No Class


December 2

David K. Bernard


Big Ideas: Chapter 16-17, 25



Justification



I AM: ch. 16-17
December 9

Final Due



Final Due
Grading
Grading Structure:  
1.  Threaded Discussion





25% 

2.  Final Exam






25%
3.  Research Paper

 




50%

Explanation of Assignments
Threaded Discussion (25% of your total grade)

Each week, students will post three times on a threaded discussion based on discussion questions related to the readings and/or the previous lecture or if there is some point that requires further discussion, and the chapters from I AM.  The initial discussion question will be answered with a minimum of a 300 word response by midnight Wednesday. A second and third entry, discussing with other students will be due by class time. 
Academic Paper (50% of your total grade)
Students will pick a debatable topic that comes under the aegis of Systematic Theology I, utilizing academic sources for supporting evidence to prove the thesis for the paper. 
A THESIS, INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH (containing the need for the paper, thesis statement, method, and the planks of your argument), OUTLINE, AND BIBLIOGRAPHY (a minimum of 10 sources is due OCTOBER 7TH  





This is 1/5 of the grade for your paper
PAPERS ARE DUE NOV. 18TH should have twenty sources and be eighteen pages in length. Typically, the argument is exegetical, theological, or historical in nature. Topics in any way related to theology proper, revelation, canon, Christology, soteriology, anthropology, or reaching postmoderns are all potential sources of topics. The final draft is due November 11th. Both the preliminary outline and research papers will penalized 5% for each week they are late.
Directions for Section 4: Take Home Final Exam (25% of your total grade):

On Dec. 2, we will post five “global questions” which seek to challenge students to synthesize the theological disciplines that have been studied.  The due date of the final is December 9th.  Finals should be emailed to dnorris@ugst.org.
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